Are the anticardiolipin antibodies a risk factor for coronary artery disease in chronic renal failure patients?
It has been proposed that anticardiolipin (aCL) antibodies are a risk factor for coronary artery disease (CAD) in recently studies. In this study, we aimed to investigate the existence of coronary artery disease in dialysis patients who were aCL positive and undergoing hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis due to end stage renal failure and also to determine its relationship with risk factors in patients with coronary artery disease. This study has been conducted in the end stage renal failure in 140 hemodialysis patients, 18 peritoneal dialysis patients, and 38 healthy controls. The urea, creatinine, total cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, triglyceride, total protein, and albumin values are obtained. In all cases, aCL levels are investigated with ELISA method. In the HD and CAPD patients, no significant relationship could be found between the age, gender, dialysis time, total cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, total protein, and albumin values (p > 0.05). HD and CAPD vs. controls (aCL), 9.2% (13/140), 11.1% (2/18) vs. 2.6% (1/38), p = 0.002. No significant difference was noted between aCL-positive and -negative patients in serum urea, creatinine, total cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, triglyceride, total protein, and albumin levels. The coronary artery disease was determined in three patients out of 16 patients with aCL positivity. The prevalence of aCL antibodies positivity in our study was similar to the prevalence of aCL positivity in other studies. Therefore, we do not think aCL antibodies positivity is a risk factor for coronary artery disease.